BedrockBearing Free foundation guide

FREE GUIDE FROM BEDROCKBEARING

Foundation Severity Checklist

Work through the warning signs — from hairline cracks to bowing walls — so you can gauge how urgent your
foundation problem is.

Understand your foundation problem with open eyes — get an independent engineer evaluation, then get
matched, free, with licensed, insured repair pros near you. You compare estimates and choose who to hire.

Start with how serious it looks

Foundation problems run from cosmetic to urgent. This checklist helps you put what you're seeing on a scale. It
is general guidance, not a diagnosis. Only a licensed structural engineer can tell you for sure.

Severity at a glance

Severity What you might see What to do

Low Hairline cracks under 1/8 inch  Watch it; note the date and size
Watch Sticking doors, small cracks grovigg it looked at soon

Serious Stair-step brick cracks, sloping flelarge an engineer evaluate
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Urgent Bowing or leaning walls, sudden Aepsow; safety first
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Signs worth checking room by room

e Cracks in foundation walls, floors, or above doors and windows

e Doors or windows that stick or won't latch
e Floors that slope, bounce, or feel uneven

e Stair-step cracks in exterior brick or block
e Gaps where walls meet the ceiling or floor
e A basement wall that bows inward or leans

e Water in the basement or crawl space

When it is urgent
e A wall that is actively moving or leaning more over time
e Large new cracks opening quickly
e Any sign you fear could lead to collapse

o If you see these, leave the area and call a licensed structural engineer or your local building department
right away.
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Your next steps

Take dated photos of each sign, with a ruler for scale.

Mark the ends of any crack so you can see if it grows.

Get an independent, licensed structural engineer to evaluate.

Then get matched, free, with licensed, insured repair pros.
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Compare written estimates and choose who to hire.
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Important

BedrockBearing is a free matching service, not a structural engineer, home inspector, or foundation repair contractor. Foundation and structural
problems can be serious and sometimes a safety risk; if a wall is moving or large new cracks are opening, leave the area and contact a licensed
structural engineer or your local building department right away. We strongly recommend an evaluation by an independent, licensed structural
engineer before you hire any contractor. Cost figures are typical ranges and estimates, not quotes or guarantees; your real price depends on the
cause, the soil and site conditions, access, the method required, and your area. Always hire licensed, insured contractors, verify the license and
insurance yourself, confirm scope and price in writing before any deposit, and follow your local permit and building code.
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